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Dr. Mary Margaret Flynn spent the major portion of 
her thirty years as a psychiatrist dealing with the 

seriously mentally ill.
Her practice—working with patients who were 

potentially suicidal or violent or suffering from 
schizophrenia or psychotic disorders—required 
extraordinary spiritual stamina, she said. “My work 
couldn’t just be a career, a way to earn money. It had to 
be a vocation.” 

She found that El Retiro 
strengthened her for her 
work. “I don’t think that every 
psychiatrist needs a belief 
system based on religious faith, 
but it helped me. Spirituality 
is not a luxury for me, it’s a 
necessity. To keep my spiritual 
health I needed to go to holy 
ground. El Retiro offers that.” 

The Minnesota native 
discovered El Retiro in 1989. 
“I’m a cradle Catholic and 
am at home with Jesuit 
spirituality,” she explained. “I 
came to El Retiro as something 
of a prodigal daughter, having 
drifted away from the church.” 
She now feels deeply at home. 
“One of my favorite prayers 
of the Mass is ‘Look not on 
our sins, but on the faith of 
your church…’ Those words make me feel connected to a 
broader community of believers.” 

She recently decided to include El Retiro in her estate 
plan by bequeathing it her San Carlos home, or the 
proceeds from its sale. “I see my gift being increased 
many times over,” she said. “I experienced a spiritual 
healing at El Retiro. I want other people to experience 
that healing, too. To me, my bequest will be like giving 
Jesus loaves and fishes to multiply.”

Dr. Flynn trained in psychiatry after ten years in 

Psychiatrist’s Bequest of Home Honors
“Holy Ground” that Gave Her Strength

by Bert Keane

general practice, and then served in the US Army for 
nine years (Lt. Col. Ret.). After the Army, she worked at 
the Veterans Administration Hospital in Palo Alto and 
then as a psychiatric consultant in geriatric medicine 
for San Mateo County Behavioral Health and Recovery 
Services. 

Asked how her work with the mentally ill has 
changed over the years, she answered, “I like to believe 
that I have become kinder toward my patients. My head 

remains fully engaged, but 
I’m coming more and more 
from the heart.” She also 
volunteers for the National 
Association for the Mentally 
Ill. “It’s such a privilege to 
work with family members 
with afflicted relatives,” she 
said. “I have learned so much 
from them.” She worries 
about the treatment of the 
mentally ill in the US. “About 
72% of seriously mentally ill 
are in our prisons,” she said. 
“It’s a serious problem.”

A hiker, reader, animal 
lover and environmentalist, 
she is taking time off from her 
taxing profession at age 68, 
but feels called to return. “If 
I’m still capable, I plan to go 
back to behavioral health and 

recovery programs.” Regardless, El Retiro will remain 
part of her life and is now a memorial to her late parents, 
Roberto Raymond and Anna Bartunek Flynn; she has 
sponsored one of the outdoor stations of the cross in their 
memory. But above all, El Retiro is where she says she 
“experiences the presence of God in all things,” adding: 
“What I’ve realized there was that all these years the 
Lord has been with me all the time.” 

The Jesuit Retreat Center is honored to list Dr. Mary 
Margaret Flynn as a member of its Legacy Society. 

Dr. Mary Margaret Flynn



The Mustard Seed

“The mustard seed is the smallest of all, yet when full-grown it is 
the largest of plants, becoming so big a shrub that the birds of the 
sky come and build their nests in the branches.” Mt 13:32

An update on the financial development of JRC

Annual Appeal: 
Our generous friends have contributed $67,770 in 
response to the 2010 Appeal.

Bequests: 
We have received $25,000 from The Estate of Gerald 
W. Polley, $25,000 from The Estate of John J. Bible, 
and $10,000 from The Estate of Louis J. Helmuth.

Grants: 
We are grateful to The Carl Gellert Foundation for the 
gift of $5,000 toward The Pierre Favre Program. Many 
thanks for your continued support.

Trust: 
We received $2,500 from Trust Funds Incorporated. 
We are very grateful that you chose to support the 
work of the Jesuit Retreat Center.

Scholarships: 
In this quarter, we were the recipients of $1,725 in 
scholarship funds to assist those who would otherwise 
be unable to enjoy a weekend of prayer and silence 
at the Jesuit Retreat Center.

General Donations: 
Friends of the Retreat Center have donated $98,658 
to our general fund.

Other Donations: 
We have received $10,600 for The Pierre Favre Pro-
gram, which trains lay people and Jesuits in giving 
the Spiritual Exercieses.

On-line Book Store: 
Please make a note! When searching for books, 
CD’s, electronics, toys, etc., please place your order 
through amazon.com, accessible through the JRC on-
line bookstore. This process will credit a percentage 
of your purchases to our center.

An Opportunity:
Steve Welch, Certified Financial Planner and JRC bene-
factor, can consult with our friends who are interested 
in discussing their charitable goals. Tax laws offer 
opportunity for wealth protection and advantageous 
estate transfer. In concert with your tax adviser and 
estate planning attorney, Steve can help you identify 
what you might achieve by including the Jesuit Retreat 
Center in your family’s estate plan. You may talk with 
Steve confidentially and without obligation at 650-
948-4141.

Our generous benefactors are remembered daily and 
gratefully in our Masses and prayers.

Fr. William J. Rewak, S.J.
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The Diamond Path

Executive Director’s Message

On the first day of the poetry 
course I taught at Loyola 

Marymount University in Los 
Angeles, I read one line from 
Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet,” 
and another from a popular text-
book that paraphrased each line 
so that students could “understand” 
Shakespeare. The first line is one 
we are all familiar with: “But soft, 
what light through yonder window 
breaks? / It is the east, and Juliet is 
the sun.” The textbook line reads: 
“Wait, what’s that light in the win-
dow over there. And there’s Juliet.” 
I asked the students, “What’s the difference?”

There were usually very long pauses. (For students who text 
and twitter, any continuous line of text represents a challenge.)

But it is, basically, the difference between a real diamond 
and paste. One line brightens and enlivens the imagination, 
the other line crumbles into dust. One is the real McCoy, the 
other one is fake. In one line you hear the wonder and joy of 
Romeo as he compares Juliet to the dawn, in the other you 
hear a querulous monkey. Shakespeare’s line touches the heart. 
The textbook line is spurious.

We spend much of our lives trying to discover the difference 
between the real and the fake. How do we know when love 
is real? How do we know when friendship is to be trusted? 
How do we gauge our emotions and judgment when choosing 
a career: are they right judgments, are our emotions false 
or sentimentalized? Do we make choices because we’re 
intimidated or because of peer pressure? Are we being guided 
by unruly attachments that make us live a false life, or are we 
inwardly free to choose the right course, the diamond path, for 
ourselves? 

Discernment is at times a tightly-wrapped package. To open 
it requires the right tools: silence, prayer, a willingness to listen 
(both to God and to a trusted guide), a readiness to let go of 
preconceptions, an acceptance of the consequences which may 
flow from God’s entrance into our lives, and the generosity 
that may require us to offer everything. It is not always easy to 
discern the diamond path. 

We are fortunate here that our daily work is to help people 
recognize and discover for themselves the path we must all 
choose in order to grow as loving children of a loving God. 
Serious prayer opens the heart and frees it so that it can listen 
to the Spirit. And that Spirit is always leading us closer and 
closer to what is real: the presence of God within us. Once 
we know and experience that presence, we find it easier to 
make decisions about our life; what we decide to do may in 
itself not be easy (to go freely to death, as Miguel Pro did, took 
courage), but we know the course we should take. We have 
discerned the right way. 

With the grace of God’s presence within us, we are able to 
take the diamond path. 



In Thanks to Our 2010 Donors 
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Dear Retreatants and Friends,

These last several years have brought both blessings and challenges. We struggle, like any non-profit organization in our 
country, where donations have decreased, insurance and utility costs have risen sharply, and where maintenance sometimes takes 
a backseat to more pressing needs. However, we have not been idle in that regard: we’ve purchased new table servers for the 
dining room, for example, and also put a new roof on Marini Hall. Even though we have our share of challenges, they are more 
than made up for by our blessings. And our most important blessings are our individual benefactors and foundations - to which this 
Donor list will attest.

In looking back over our history since 1926, it is obvious that God has continually rescued and preserved El Retiro as a place of 
prayer and holiness for the many who come here. Without your generosity, none of this would have been possible. 

For those of you who do not appear on this list, we invite you to join us in supporting our ministry for the level that is right for 
you. We also ask for your continued prayers for the Jesuit Community, our staff, and our benefactors.

Mass is offered each week for our benefactors. We ask God to bless each one of you.

									         Sincerely,

									         William J. Rewak, S.J.

Ignatius Loyola Club 
($10,000 & up)
Anonymous (2)
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Goodman
Marini Family Trust
The Late Mr. Gerald W. Polley
The Robert and Helen Odell Fund
Mrs. Shirley J. Triplett

Francis Xavier Club
($5,000 - $9,999)
Anonymous (2)
Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Baker, 
	 through Schwab Charitable Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Angus Brunner
Mr. Marx L. Cazenave, II
Mr. and Mrs. Martin “Pete” Murphy
The Carl Gellert and 
	 Celia Berta Gellert Foundation

St. Joseph’s Club 
($1,000 - $4,999)
Anonymous (7)
Mr. and Mrs. William Barulich
Ms. Linda L. Batton
Ms. Antoinette A. Betschart
Mr. and Mrs. John Berard
Dr. and Mrs. Eugene E. Bleck
Casey Family Foundation, through  
	 California Community Foundation
Dr. Patricia G. Campbell
Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Card
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Carlson
The Late Ms. Constance P. Challenger
Claire Graham Smith Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Terrell A. Cole
Mr. and Mrs. C. Russell Collier
Corlett, Skaer & DeVoto Architects, Inc.
Mr. William G. De Mers
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Dey
Diocese of San José

Mrs. Mary C. Gallo
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Gemello
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Glynn, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest L. Go
Mr. Gordon L. Graham
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Hochsprung 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard F. Hoedt
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Isbell
J/J Petricciani Foundation
Mr. Robert L. Johnson
Mrs. Joan M. Kuczma
Mr. Ernest R. Lascola
Mr. Steven Martino
Ms. Naomi J. Mayer
Ms. Ann T. McElwain
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick J. McGaraghan
Dr. and Mrs. John R. McNeel
Fr. John Mitchell, S.J.
Mrs. Joan E. Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond C. Nann
Ms. Barbara J. I. Nelson
Mr. John O’Brien
Ms. Maureen J. O’Connor
Mr. and Mrs. Carl M. Pileri
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene A. Ravizza
Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Riffle
Mrs. Gretchen Schmeeckle
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher O. Schmidt
Ms. Leelamma M. Sebastian
Mrs. Virginia Sincich
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Smith
Ms. Hoai-Thu Truong
Trust Funds Incorporated
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory V. Vaughan
Ms. Dorothy A. Walker
Mr. and Mrs. Paul M. Wang
Dr. Andrew Witkowski
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Yee

El Retiro Club 
($500 - $999)
Maj. and Mrs. 
	 Donald E. Absher, U.S.A. (Ret.)
Ms. Helen J. Allen
Mrs. Gloria G. Anello
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Archer
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Babcock
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Baumel
Mrs. Rooney Blach
Ms. Yvonne T. Chow
Mr. and Mrs. F. Kevin Connolly
Dr. Frank J. Crosson
Mr. and Mrs. Howard S. Deatsch
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Etcheverry
The Honorable and Mrs. Louis P. Etcheverry
Mrs. Hulda V. Eylders
Sr. Jeanne Fallon, C.S.J.
Mr. and Mrs. J. Timothy Fennell
Ms. Stephanie Flaharty
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas J. Gennaro
Mr. and Mrs. Gene C. Giannotti
Ms. Janet M. Giddings
Mr. Michael J. Hogan
Ms. Farelyn Lehane
Sr. Esther Ling, F.d.C.C.
Mr. and Mrs. Silvano B. Marchesi
Mr. Timothy J. McNally
Mrs. Valerie C. Meehan
Ms. Apryll M. Nakamura
Ms. Jane B. Oi
Mr. Lee Olson
Mr. and Mrs. Carlo A. Panaccione
Dr. Kyung S. Park
Poor Clares of Los Altos
Fr. Patrick Reuse, S.J.
Dr. Nicholas A. Riegels
Mr. and Mrs. Donald G. Riley
Ms. Kathryn E. Ringgold
Dr. and Mrs. Melvin F. Russi
Mrs. Shirley A. Saddoris
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel P. Selmi



Seton Provincialate Daughters of Charity
Mr. and Mrs. Gail B. Siri
Mr. and Mrs. Peter T. Sommer
Lt. Col. Joachim J. Speciale
Fr. Thomas E. Splain, S.J.
University of San Francisco, Donor Relations
Dr. John A. Vaillancourt
Mr. John W. Walter
Ms. Helen H. Weingart
Mrs. Anne T. Young

Manresa Club 
($250 - $499)
Anonymous (2)
Mr. and Mrs. Walter J. Bankovitch
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest W. Bianco
Mr. and Mrs. Donald J. Border
Mr. Vincent D. Boyle
Dr. Ruby Buffin Ph.D., M.Div.
Deacon and Mrs. Carl Bunje
Mr. Victor L. Burner
Mr. Raul C. Campos
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Chinchiolo
Ms. Suzanne M. Ching
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence J. Cloney
Mr. George E. Collins
Mr. and Mrs. Mark S. Collins
Mr. Alan A. Cukla
Fr. Frederick Cwiekowski, S.S.
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin F. Eck
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Evans
Ms. Gloria R. Fahy
Mr. Robert M. Foley
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Forester
Mr. Jack R. Gonsalves
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald R. Graham, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald A. Hahn
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Hall
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Hanley
Mrs. Josephine G. Hardin
Ms. Heather C. Hawkins, Ph.D.
Mr. Daniel J. Herling
Msgr. John M. Hyland
Jesuit Community at Jesuit House, Honolulu
Mr. Michael J. Jordan
Mr. John M. Jurica
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Keenan
Knights of Columbus, 
	 California State Council
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence J. Lang
Mrs. Susan Lewis
Matt Talbot Mens Retreat, Group No. 34
Mr. Charles McChesney
Mr. Timothy J. McDonnell
Fr. Brendan McGuire
Mr. and Mrs. Robert McLoughlin
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Medulan
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Mohr
Fr. Robert Moran
Ms. Monika Muller
Dr. Kerry A. Odell
Mr. and Mrs. Chad Paavola
Ms. Joanne C. Parrilli

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald E. Pecoraro
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Peters
Mr. Laurens H. Reyburn, Jr.
Ms. Megan Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Romo
Ms. Sylvia A. Rousseve
Mrs. Patricia Schmutz
Mr. and Mrs. George M. Serban
Dr. and Mrs. Barry Sharrow
Mrs. Teresa Shin
Lowney Family Foundation, through 
	 Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Mr. James V. Simoni
Mr. and Mrs. Paul B. Smith, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Sonnenberg
Ms. Gilda Sullivan
Mr. John J. Sullivan
Mrs. Ana Tsai
United Way Silicon Valley
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard L. Walsh, Jr.

Montserrat Club 
($100 - $249)
Anonymous (2)
Mr. and Mrs. Giulio Accornero
Mr. Wayne H. Alba
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Almon
Mr. and Mrs. Keith A. Angelo
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Anspach
Ms. Valerie J. Armento
Ms. Catherine A. Bain
Fr. John K. Bain
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond E. Ball
The Honorables S. Peter and 
	 Mrs. Patricia Bamattre Manoukian
Mr. Bruno Bassi
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald C. Bauknight
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Beasley
Mr. Robert F. Begley
Mrs. Mary E. Benjamin
Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Blach
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas S. Bommarito
Mr. Herman W. Bracey
Mr. and Mrs. Rodger W. Burkart
Mr. and Mrs. Mario J. Buttignol
Mr. and Mrs. Edward S. Bystran, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Cahill
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Cahill
Mr. and Mrs. C. Gregory Caillat
Ms. Leslie M. Callan
Mr. and Mrs. Adolph J. Capurro
Mr. David W. Carpenter
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Carroll
Mrs. Margaret M. Carroll
Mr. Ronald T. Y. Choo
Mrs. Irmgard Chu
Mr. Patrick Conway
Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Cox
Mr. John A. Cox
Mr. Raymond M. Crisologo
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Cusick
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert G. Davis
Ms. Penny Davis
Ms. Magdalena R. De Guzman

In Thanks to Our 2010 Donors 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul De Martini
Mr. and Mrs. Dino R. De Ranieri
Ms. JoAnn DeSpain
Mr. and Mrs. Concezio Di Gregorio
Mrs. Ann S. Dickson
Mr. Frank D. Difu
Mr. Raymond J. Donohue
Mr. Denis L. Ducey
Mr. and Mrs. Bruno A. Ender
Ms. Julie A. Erhardt
Ms. Birgitta Ericsson
Mr. Warren P. Eustace
Mr. Gary L. Exberger
Fr. Timothy Fairman
Mr. and Mrs. Donald F. Farbstein
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony M. Farrell
Mr. and Mrs. Donald M. Feehan
Ms. Deborah Ferry
Mr. and Mrs. Guy V. Ferry
Dr. Mary Anne Fifield
Mr. Robert A. Figone
Mr. Joseph H. Finigan
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Fitzpatrick
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Fitzpatrick
Ms. Margaret A. Flipp
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Formichi
Mr. and Mrs. Michael E. Fox, Sr.
Mr. Frank Fraass
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Frayn, Jr.
Mrs. Patricia Gawen
Fr. Thierry Geris
Mr. and Mrs. Victor J. Giacalone
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome N. Gibson
Mr. James F. Gilheany
Mr. and Mrs. Werner H. Goese
Mr. and Mrs. E. Jackson Going, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Derek Granath
Ms. Anne E. Grycz
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert R. Guzman
Ms. Evonne A. Haik
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin J. Hanley
The Honorable and Mrs. Thomas Hastings
Mrs. Louise B. Helleck
Mr. and Mrs. John D. How
Mr. and Mrs. James Hua
Ms. Carol A. Hudson
Mr. and Mrs. David C. Hudson
Mr. Bernard D. Hurley
Mr.and Mrs. Daniel B. James
Fr. V. W. James
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Jenkins
Dr. Hermann-Victor Johnen
Mrs. Louise R. Joseph
Ms. Anne T. Kangas
Mr. and Mrs. Terence J. Keeley
Mrs. Susan J. Kelly
Mr. Dennis L. Kennelly
Ms. Mary Kenney
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Keyes
Fr. Gregory Kimm
Ms. Janet Perucca Kleinhofer
Mrs. Susan Landis
Fr. Alexander Larkin
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Leathers
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Mr. Mario J. Lee
Mr. Douglas N. Leurey
Mr. Joseph Lococo
Mr. Salvador Lopez
Mrs. Catharine M. Low
Mrs. Rosemary A. Lucier
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Lynch
Ms. Sean Madison-Baxley
Mrs. Danette H. Magilligan
Mr. Francis J. Maher
Mr. San Mai
Mr. Brian F. Maridon, A.I.A.
Ms. Dolores Martino
Ms. Lisa Martino
Mrs. Kay Mascoli
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew J. McCarthy
Mr. Walter McCarthy
Mr. Matthew E. McConville
Mr. and Mrs. R. Donald McCrea
Ms. M. Patricia McInerny
Ms. Maureen A. McLaughlin
Mrs. Ardeen L. Merry
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph D. Michael
Mr. and Mrs. Lynn J. Miller
Ms. Carolyn M. Mojtehedi
John C. Moon, D.D.S.
Ms. Cassandra Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Morgan
Mr. and Mrs. Mel Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Murphy
Fr. James Myers, S.S.
Ms. Anna Nomura
Mr. and Mrs. Ragnar W. Nordgren
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. O’Donnell
Mr. Mark A. O’Leary
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Ottoboni
Mr. and Mrs. Michael F. Overfield
Mr. Bruno P. Pardini
Cmdr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Pausner, Jr.
Ms. Resa Q. Pearson
Ms. Virginia Perkins
Mrs. Mary Helen Pidgeon
Mr. and Mrs. Laird Powers
Mr. and Mrs. Paul R. Prudhomme
Mr. Lawrence H. Putman
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Reardon
Mr. Joseph A. Renati
Ms. Mary J. Renfro
Ms. Nadia Rihan
Dr. and Mrs. Michael J. Ringer
Ms. Anne D. Roat
Mr. and Mrs. C. Peter Robison
Dr. and Mrs. Gregory Rosa
Mr. and Mrs. Mario A. Salvestrin
Ms. Salome C. Samaniego
Mr. James A. Sangiacomo
Ms. Gloria Sciabica
Dr. and Mrs. William F. Sheridan
Deacon and Mrs.	Donald J. Sifferman
Mr. and Mrs. Frank R. Siroky
Ms. Karen L. Skidmore
Mr. Matthew C. Smiley
Mr. and Mrs. Buddy E. Smith
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Mrs. Mary E. Somers
Mr. and Mrs. Donald F. Specht
St. Monica’s Church, San Francisco
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Stillmunkes
Mr. and Mrs. Hugo Straub
Msgr. Terrence J. Sullivan
Mr. Christopher T. Suter
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan P. Sweeney
Ms. Mary Ann Tham
Mr. and Mrs. Kelley Thompson
Prof. and Mrs. Gerald F. Uelmen
Ms. Jean M. Vandevort
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Velardo, Sr.
Miss Angela Vereau
Mr. Plauche F. Villere, Jr.
Mr. Edwin A. Waite
The Honorable Arthur E. Wallace
Mr. Richard M. Watson
Mr. Donald S. Weaver
Mrs. Tracy Weiss
Mrs. Patricia J. Weseloh
Mr. Charles H. White
Mr. and Mrs. George H. Wilkinson
Mr. John R. Williams
Mr. Richard W. Younkin
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene A. Zanger
Mr. Ernest A. Zeiter
Msgr. Boleslaus J. Zientek

Companions Club 
($1 - $99 )
Anonymous (2)
Mr. John R. Akin
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Albanese
Mr. and Mrs. Manuel Alcaraz
Mr. Ken Alongi
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel P. Alvarado
Mr. and Mrs. Jose V. Amaral
Ms. Denise A. Anderson
Ms. Ethelrose Andres
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Aquino
Mr. Philip J. Arendt
Ms. Mary Ashe
Ms. Terry L. Atkinson
Ms. Rosemary D. Bacy
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Baker
Mr. and Mrs. John Baptista
Mrs. Carolyn Barnes
Mr. Andrew E. Barshay
Mr. Tony Basques
Mr. and Mrs. Martin P. Bastiani, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Bergson
Mrs. Patricia L. Billiet
Mr. and Mrs. Ramon J. Bon
Mr. Howard J. Boteilho
Ms. Joyce E. Braun
Mr. and Mrs. Brenton C. Britschgi
Ms. Alison S. Britton
Mr. and Mrs. William W. Burke
Ms. Theresia Burris
Mr. Richard Cabrera
Mr. Lawrence A. Callaghan
Mr. Charles A. Campbell

Fr. Matthew E. Carnes, S.J.
Mr. and Mrs. Donald C. Carroll
Mr. Richard F. Casey
Mr. William P. Cassidy
Ms. Stacee Christen
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Cisper 
Mr. Brent R. Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew W. Clay
Mr. and Mrs. Watt B. Clinch
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Collins, Sr.
Ms. Mary M. Connors
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew J. Conway, Jr.
Mr. Christopher P. Conway
Mr. and Mrs. Leonardo B. Cordero
Mr. William H. Cornelison
Mr. and Mrs. Dan B. Costello
Mr. John J. Cunningham
Mr. John J. Curtin
Mr. and Mrs. Donald J. Dalpino
Mr. and Mrs. Howard M. Daschbach
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Davis
Ms. Rosita De Luca
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. De Natale
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Del Carlo
Mr. Raymond Dellavecchia
Mr. John O. Dempsey, Jr.
Ms. Judith A. Diedrich
Ms. Susan M. Dillon
Diocese of Stockton
Sr. Theresa Lan Do
Mr. Joseph W. Doctorchik
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Doherty
Fr. Thomas R. Donnelly, M.M.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Donohoe
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Doub
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Dougherty
Ms. Karen Druker
Mr. William J. Drzymalla
Mr. and Mrs. Terrence Dugan
Mr. Douglas V. Duncan
Mr. Dermot J. Dundon
Ms. Jennifer A. Duquemin
Mrs. Heida H. Earnest
Mr. John Evans
Mr. and Mrs. Perry P. Faria
Ms. Monica Feely
Mrs. Mary Jane Ferrari
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Filice, Jr.
Mr. John M. Finigan
Mrs. Lucia R. Flaherty
Mr. Charles F. Floyd
Mrs. Mary E. Folks
Mr. Eric Follestad
Ms. Mary Fong
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Franich
Mr. Christopher Freeberg
Mrs. Rita Fritchle
Mr. Lionel W. Fuqua
Ms. Gail A. Gavello
Mr. Richard Gee
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Gemello
Mrs. Carmen E. Gilson
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Gilwee, Jr.
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Ms. Lisa M. Gord
Mr. Craig Gordon
Mr. Robert J. Grassilli, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. James T. Griffin
Mr. and Mrs. John Grilli
Mrs. Mary M. Guenther
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel T. Haley, Jr.
Mrs. Norma J. Hamm
Mr. and Mrs. John Hammett
Mr. John I. Hannon
Mr. Harold W. Hanson
Mr. Peter K. Hazelbaker
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Heagerty
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Henry
Mrs. Angelina A. Herceg
Mr. John J. Herlihy
Ms. Kay Holmes
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Holmquist
Miss Jane W. Hunter
Ms. Joan Hunziker
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Huttlinger
Ms. Sonia Jacob
Mr. Robert W. Jahnke
Jesuit Community
	 at Blessed Sacrament Parish
Ms. Patricia Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Istvan M. Kadar
Mr. and Mrs. Albert P. Keane
Mr. and Mrs. Terry M. Kee, 
	 through United Way of the Bay Area
Mr. and Mrs. J. Thomas Kelly
Mr. Thomas Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Kemnitz
Mr. Frank Kolbash
Mrs. Mitzi M. Konevich
Mr. Don Kristofferson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kunst
Mr. and Mrs. Donald J. Lando
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Lane
Mr. and Mrs. Roberto Laperal
Ms. Irene V. Laudeman
Mrs. Phyllis L. W. Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Henry C. Lessing
Mr. Michael H. Libera
Mr. and Mrs. J. Robert Logan
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin A. Loney
Mr. and Mrs. Elson C. Lourenco
Ms. Jean Lovell
Ms. Elena M. Luiz
Ms. Ann M. Lynch
Mr. Paul Machado
Ms. Clarice Mandala
Mr. and Mrs. Francisco Manriquez
Mrs. Marlene Marcotte
Mrs. Florence B. Martinez
Ms. Elizabeth Masoni
Mr. and Mrs. Emmett McCourt
The Honorable George E. McDonald

In Thanks to Our 2010 Donors 
Mr. William McDonald
Ms. Elsie M. McGee
Mr. and Mrs. James McGee
The Honorable Sandra S. McKeith
Mr. and Mrs. Paul McKillop
Mrs. Florence R. McShane
Mr. Manuel Mendez
Mr. Paul J. Mendoza
Ms. Vilma Mendoza
Mr. Henry P. Millane
Mr. J. Russell Miller
Mrs. Stephanie Mirenda-Knight
Mrs. Nellie R. Montano
Ms. Susan Montoya
Mr. and Mrs. Edmund J. Murphy
Ms. Mary Sullivan Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Murphy
Mrs. Mary Musgrove
Ms. Mae Nagel
Mr. and Mrs. Creighton Norris
Ms. Wasminda Nuñez-Boulton
Mr. James R. O’Brien, Jr.
Mr. Tom J. O’Connell
Mrs. Margaret E. O’Flynn
Ms. Madeline Oliver
Ms. Ann T. Olson
Mrs. Sue A. O’Neal
Ms. Salena Oppus
Mr. and Mrs. James W. O’Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. J. William O’Sullivan
Mrs. Norma A. Paolini
Mr. Clay Pardo
Mr. Joseph W. Parker
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Paternoster
Mr. and Mrs. Arogyaswami J. Paulraj
Mr. and Mrs. John Pear
Mr. Albert M. Peche
Ms. Beatrice A. Petersen
Mrs. Mary Petersen
Mr. and Mrs. Leonhard Pfister
Mr. Gary M. Phariss
Mr. and Mrs. Edmond K. Power
Mr. and Mrs. Laird Powers
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Provost
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Puorro
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell J. Radycki
Mr. and Mrs. Denis A. Ragan
Mrs. Susan C. Reynolds
Fr. Vincent D. Ring
Mr. and Mrs. Edward M. Riordan
Mr. Edward J. Ritelli, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Robbiano
Mr. Harold Rodgers
Ms. Margaret H. Rodgers
Ms. Maria Elena Rodriguez
Mrs. Louella I. Romero
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Ronchelli
Ms. Wandzia Rose

Mrs. Alison Roskosz
Ms. Ann Ross
Ms. Helena S. Row
Dr. Mario Ruiz
Mr. Kevin J. Salas
Mr. Daniel B. Sanez
Ms. Lulu Santana
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Schult
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Schwalen
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Schwartz
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Scott
Mr. Mark Sechrist
Ms. Tomasa Segura
Most Rev. Carlos A. Sevilla, S.J.
Mr. Phillip J. Sheridan
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Simon
Mr. and Mrs. Francis M. Small
Mr. and Mrs. John Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Paul B. Smith, Jr.
The Honorable and Mrs. Peter A. Smith
Mrs. Sue Smith
Mr. Walter J. Spaelti
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan S. Speck-Ewer
Ms. Ann M. Spitzenberger
Mr. and Mrs. George H. Stafford
Ms. Donna C. Stansberry
Ms. Lynn G. Stasior
Mr. and Mrs. Terry D. Stephens
Ms. Patricia R. Subick
Mrs. M. Maureen Sullivan
Ms. Maureen C. Sullivan
Ms. Lorraine Sunresi
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Swartz
Ms. Louise Tamagni
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Tan
Ms. Nancy G. Tavis
Mr. Minoru Terada
Mr. Donald Tietgens
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Toby
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Tortorici
Ms. Selina Totanes
Mr. Andrew Trader
Ms. Maria Valencia
Mr. Luis C. Vallejos
Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Van Dierendonck
Ms. Matilde N. Vargas
Ms. Marilyn J. Vaughan
Ms. Mary Vetromile
Mr. and Mrs. Louis J. Vigorita
Mr. George Vizvary, Esq.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph T. Washington
Mr. Richard X. Waters
Ms. Carolyn Watson
Ms. Victoria C. Wehr
Mrs. Gina P. Wells
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Winkelman
Mr. Michael A. Yambra

6  •  JRC News Spring 2011

PLEASE NOTE: Although the names, foundations, and trusts listed in this report were reviewed carefully, it is possible that errors 
occurred. Please accept our apologies if we inadvertently omitted your name, or if we did not spell it correctly. All of our donors are 
very important to The Jesuit Retreat Center and are greatly appreciated.



Bert Keane, our indefatigable Director of Development, is leaving us to prepare for a new venture in his life. His loyalty 
to the Retreat Center has been evident for decades as a retreatant, volunteer, and lately as a member of the staff. We 

have been fortunate to have his services and are especially grateful to him for his work in establishing the “El Retiro Legacy 
Society,” which honors those who include the Retreat Center in their wills. We are grateful to Bert for the seminal work he 
has done in this regard, and for all his other contributions. 

We also say goodbye to Patty Subick, our Finance and Human Resources person, whose knowledge and dedication 
have been responsible for a re-organization of our entire financial structure. She joined forces with Paul Dorian, our IT 
consultant, in re-vamping our record-keeping, and she has been tireless, and generous, in watching over staff, in listen-
ing to them, in caring for them. She will now, like Bert, enter into a new phase of her life, and we wish her well. 

Everyone who works at the Retreat Center gives us something special: a part of who they are. And we hope they take 
with them a share in the grace and joy we all experience here in this sacred place.

Godspeed, Bert and Patty!

Two People We Will Miss

 In Memoriam

May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God rest in peace.

Robert D. Barbagelata
Thomas Patrick Burns
Robert Campbell
Robert M. Connelly
Claire Constantino
Fr. Richard T. Coz, S.J.
George D. Cummings, II
Fr. Bernard Dabbene, S.D.B.
John J. Daly
William C. Daniher
Julie Delahunty
Raymond Elwell
Paul Kenneth Ernst
Sr. Mary Grace Feldhaus, P.V.B.M.
Robert J. Fraser
Maybelle Frazier
Walter W. Gloistein, Jr.

Upcoming Retreats

Frank Greiner
Frank R. Harrigan
William Luther Heinicke
Dorynda Johnston
Rocci Lagana
Clarence L. Mandala
Robert Emmett McNulty
Fr. James Mifsud, S.M.
Eileen Albina Miller
Mary S. Misfeldt
Hugh Mitchell
Joseph Monaco
Linda Montalvo
Arthur J. Moran
Maria Nerio
Ragnar W. Nordgren
Philip A. Oertli

Fr. Rick C. Parker
Chuong Van Pham
Richard Polhemus, Sr.
Guido Protti
Paul S. Rossi
Lorraine M. Ryan
Olga Santos
Joseph Sciabica
George A. Sweeney, Jr.
Bro. Lawrence Fook Thoo, S.J.
Cecilia Flores Torres
Louise Frances Wahl
Dr. John Wall
Cecilia Wilde
Marie Woelflen
Rosina T. Zolizzi

May

6-8		 The Grandeur of God - for You!
		  Non-Silent Retreat for Men, including Menlo Park,
		  Ferrari/Rossi, Stockton, and Joseph Stack Groups
		  - Fr. Jim Flynn, S.J. & Fr. George Collins, S.J.
13-15	 Formando la Familia de Dios
		  Ejercicios Espirituales en Español
		  - Fr.George Schultze, S.J. & Mrs. Julie Paavola
20-22	 Letting Go, Letting God
		  Recovery Retreat in the Language of Al-Anon
		  - Msgr. Terrence Richey
21		  The Prophets of Israel II
(Sat.)	 Bible Day of Prayer
		  - Fr. Joe Fice, S.J.
27-29	 A Journey Through Grief to Healing
		  Non-Silent Retreat for Those Grieving
		  - Fr. Joe Fice, S.J.
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28		  The Song of Motherhood
		  A Day of Prayer for Mothers
		  - Mrs. Julie Paavola

June
	
3-5		 An Early Summer (Exercises) Getaway
		  Silent Retreat for Women and Men
		  - Fr. Jerry Hudson, S.J. & Ruby Buffin, Ph.D, M.Div.
10-12	 Everyday Surrender
		  Recovery Retreat for Women and Men
		  - Msgr. Terrence Richey

23 - July 27	 Silent 33-Day Retreat Program
25 - July 4	 Silent 8-Day Retreat

July

5-14		  Silent 8-Day Retreat
15-24		  Silent 8-Day Retreat



Retreat Center Newsletter Staff
Rev. William J. Rewak, S.J.	 Editor
Trinh Q. Lai	 Layout
Carmel M. Smith	 Proof
ChaseVP, Morgan Hill, CA	 Printing

Retreat Center Pastoral Staff
Rev. Kevin D. Ballard, S.J.
Rev. Bernard J. Bush, S.J.
Rev. Joseph J. Fice, S.J.
Rev. James E. Flynn, S.J.

Rev. Gerald F. Hudson, S.J.
Bro. Thomas J. Koller, S.J.
Rev. William J. Rewak, S.J.
Rev. Duc M. Vu, S.J.

Retreat Center Administrative Staff
Rev. William J. Rewak, S.J.	 Executive Director
Bro. Thomas J. Koller, S.J.	 Assistant to the E.D.
Kathleen Carroll	 Administrative Assistant
Trinh Q. Lai	 Program Assistant
Leo B. Mitrovich	 Chief Plant Engineer
Idali Santillano	 Housekeeping Manager
Leelamma M. Sebastian	 Program Director
Teresa M. Silveira	 Food Service Manager
Carmel M. Smith	 Executive Administrator

Contact Information
Jesuit Retreat Center	 Phone:	 650-917-4000
300 Manresa Way	 Fax:	 650-948-0640
Los Altos, CA 94022 	 Email: retreat@jrclosaltos.org	
   	 Website: www.jrclosaltos.org

This book is written at the urgent request of Nouwen’s 
secular Jewish friend “to speak a word of hope to people who 
no longer came to churches or synagogues and for whom 
priests and rabbis were no longer the obvious counselors.”

That word of hope is “Beloved” taken from the narrative 
of Jesus’ baptism which Nouwen sees as the core human 
identity. As we grow up, the world heaps upon us self-rejection 
or its twin arrogance, leaving us rootless and aimless in the 
ebb and flow of life. For Nouwen, the pneuma-dynamics to 
claim this identity and grow in it lies in the four-fold action 
of the Eucharist: taken (chosen), blessed, broken, and given. 
As Jesus, the prototype of humanity, offers himself in the 
Eucharist, he takes bread, blesses it, breaks it, and gives it 
to us all. Each of us, believers and non-believers, receives 
life as a blessing, spends it in leisure or toil, long or short, 
joyfully and sorrowfully, and finally must give it up. The more 
wholeheartedly we embrace our chosenness, blessedness, 
brokenness, and givenness, the more freely, wisely, 
courageously, and generously we live our lives - in sickness 
and health, in poverty or wealth, in good times and bad.

Ironically, the book failed to convince his Jewish friend but 
appealed greatly to his Christian fellows. For me, Life of the 
Beloved brings down to earth the Eucharistic implication: a 
constant challenge to live my life the way Jesus offers himself in 
the Eucharist, willingly and magnanimously to the end.

Book Recommendation from Fr. Duc Vu, S.J.

Life of the Beloved	   by Henri Nouwen

300 Manresa Way
Los Altos, CA 94022-4659
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